
Nelson Mandela was 
the first South African 
Black president (from 
1994 to 1999), and a 
philanthropist fighting 
for the end of 
apartheid in his 
country.Nelson Mandela

She fought for  social, economic 
and cultural development  in 
Africa and became the first African 
women to win the Nobel prize for  
peace. She stood up courageously 
against the former oppressive 
regime in Kenya. 

Wangari Maathai 

Thomas Sankara was 
the president of 
Burkina Faso. He is 
mostly known for his 
pan-Africanist theories 
that are still inspiring 
African people around 
the world.

Cheikh Anta Diop  demonstrated 
that Africa was the cradle of 
humanity, that everything started in 
Africa, and that Egypt and modern 
day Africans descended from the 
same ancestors. 

Thomas Sankara Cheikh Anta Diop 

Some like him and 
others don't, but what 
is undeniable is his 
contribution to stop 
the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda. He is the 
former president of 
Rwanda.

She is known for supporting her 
husband’s work in overthrowing 
the pro-apartheid government. She 
held a few leadership positions and 
was a very important figure in the 
South African community. Winnie 
Mandela passed away the 2nd of 
April 2018. May she Rest in Peace. Paul Kagame Winnie Mandela

Ellem Sirleaf is the first 
elected female president in 
Africa. She won the 2011 
Nobel prize for her non- 
violent struggle for the safety 
of women and for women’s 
rights to full participation in 
peace-building work

Akon is a Senegalese artist well 
known in America and all around 
the world. His project "Akon 
lighting Africa" has a clear mission: 
bring electricity to millions 
households in Africa with solar 
energy. He deserves a lot more 
attention on the media.

Ellen Sirleaf Akon

Former United Nations 
Secretary General from 1997 to 
2006, this Ghanaian diplomat 
 was awarded the Peace Prize 
for prioritizing human rights in 
his work. He was also 
recognized for his opposition 
to international terrorism and 
for his fight to contain the 
spreading of HIV in Africa. 

Leymah Gbowee is a Liberian 
peace activist, social worker 
and women's rights advocate. 
She is fighting for women's 
rights in Liberia and won the 
2011 Nobel prize for peace with 
president Ellen Sirleaf. 

Kofi Annan Leymah Gbowee

10 African heroes


